
4

Background
Oaten hay production has expanded rapidly over the past 
decade in Western Australia.

•	Some experiences suggested that, while high rates of  ferti-
lisers increase hay yields, they may also reduce hay quality.

•	Nitrogen and potassium are known to increase pasture 
hay quality.

CSBP has conducted 6 trials investigating the effects of nitro-
gen (N) and potassium (K), applied as Flexi-N and Muriate 
of Potash on oaten hay production and quality.  

Key Results
•	Despite dry conditions at many sites, oaten hay produc-

tion increased significantly in all cases where  Flexi-N was 
applied.

•	In all cases, Flexi-N also improved hay protein content.

•	At all sites, Potash appeared less important than  
Flexi-N for high hay yields.

•	Financial returns on applications of Flexi-N and Potash for 
oaten hay were favourable.

Summary
•	The application of Flexi-N (and to a lesser extent, Potash) 

increased hay yields and improved hay protein content.

•	Results demonstrated that oaten hay producers should not 
be apprehensive about applying high rates of Flexi-N and 
Potash. 

•	Well-balanced Flexi-N and Potash strategies can be 
very profitable.
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Flexi-N and Potash - important for oaten hay
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Nitrogen response at Calingiri (nil on far left) 
– note colour and growth response.


